
Six Grade  
American History Since 1865 
 
Course Overview 
American History Since 1865 is the second and 
concluding course in a two-year survey of American 
history, with integrated topics in geography, civics, and 
economics. This course takes students from the post- 
Civil War era to recent times. 
 

 
Course Outline  
 
Rebuilding a Nation 
When the Civil War ended in 1865, slavery had been 
abolished, the Constitution reigned supreme over individual 
states, and the nation had endured. But the costs of the war 
were terrible, and the problems to be solved were enormous. 
Reconstruction attempted to deal with those difficulties, 
but Abraham Lincoln’s assassination, conflict between the 
executive and legislative branches of the government, and 
resistance in the South postponed real healing. 
• Learning from History 
• The Civil War 
• Reconstruction: Andrew Johnson 
• Bringing the Confederacy Back into the Union 
• The Freedman’s Bureau 
• The Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments 
• Thaddeus Stevens and the Radical Republicans 
• The Impeachment of Andrew Johnson 
• Carpetbaggers and Scalawags 
• Attempts to Deny Rights to African Americans 
 

Changing and Growing 
Homesteaders braved the hardships of the Great Plains, 
the Transcontinental Railroad united the nation physically 
and psychologically, and cowboys carved a lasting image 
in American lore, but the price was the devastation of the 
ways of life of many Native Americans. At the same time, 
immigrants swelled growing cities despite nativist prejudice, 
while corruption and inequality met opposition from writers 
and reformers. 
• Westward Ho! 
• Homesteading 
• A Cowboy’s Life 
• The Transcontinental Railroad 
• Effects of Settlement on Native Americans 
• Chief Joseph: “I Will Fight No More Forever” 
• The Growth of Cities 
• Corruption and Crusaders 
• Samuel Clemens/Mark Twain 
• Immigration 



• Resistance: Know-Nothings and the Chinese 
Exclusion Act 
• Woman Suffrage: Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton 
 

Writing an Essay 
Practice writing skills in an essay. 
• Finding and Organizing Information, Parts 1 and 2 
• Organizing Information 
• Writing the Essay 
 

Freedom Denied 
Jim Crow laws undid the post-Civil War gains of African 
Americans in the South, but courageous individuals fought 
local governments, the Supreme Court, and the public to help 
restore the American ideal that “all men are created equal.” 
• Segregation: Jim Crow Laws, Lynching, and Poll Taxes 
• Separate but Unequal: Plessy v. Ferguson 
• Ida B. Wells 
• Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois 
 

Politics, Power, and the People 
Entrepreneurs introduced a new kind of business and 
new power to the nation in the late 1800s. Hundreds of 
thousands of immigrants flooded into the United States 
to work in the factories and mills that the entrepreneurs 
built. Cities literally grew up as skyscrapers rose higher and 
higher. But many Americans were left out of the politics and 
prosperity. 
• Andrew Carnegie: Steel and Philanthropy 
• John D. Rockefeller: A Fortune in Oil 
• J.P. Morgan: Banking and Finance 
• Monopolies and the Sherman Antitrust Act 
• Building Up 
• “I Lift My Lamp” 
• In Office 
• A Third Party 
• Money Matters 
• Money Debates 
• A Grand Campaign 
• All Americans? 
 

Making Things Better 
Ever hopeful and confident, American individuals and 
organizations took on the challenges of a new society 
and endeavored to make life better for all. These people 
and organizations demanded better conditions and pay 
for workers, safer food, an end to child labor and corrupt 
business practices, and safeguards for the environment. 
• Changes at Work 
• Haymarket Square 
• Unions and Collective Bargaining 
• Samuel Gompers 
• Mother Jones 
• The Power of the Press 



• Raking Muck and Tackling Trusts 
• John Muir: Conservation and National Parks 
• Jane Addams and Hull House 
• Analyzing Population Density Maps 
 

Taking a Position 
Practice writing skills in a position paper. 
• Choosing a Topic 
• Choosing a Position 
• Writing a Position Paper 
 

Entering a New Century 
As the United States faced and then entered a new century, 
a middle class gradually came to dominate society and 
make itself felt in politics. Acknowledging the problems 
facing the nation, this emerging middle class took on the 
challenge of solving these problems. Theodore Roosevelt 
embodied the national exuberance of the time and led 
the charge to look outward. The country briefly embraced 
imperialism and then took on the role of world power under 
Woodrow Wilson. 
• Growth of Cities and the Middle Class 
• The Progressive Movement 
• The Spanish-American War 
• Annexation of the Hawaiian Islands 
• Our Youngest President 
• Professor President 
• World War I: From Neutrality to Engagement 
• Wilson’s Fourteen Points and the League of Nations 
 

A Fascinating Era 
The Roaring Twenties opened as women got the vote, and 
as radio, jazz, and the automobile transformed the nation. 
But there was tension between people who embraced 
change and people who feared it. The experiment of 
prohibition failed, the Red Scare ruined lives, African 
Americans fled the crushing poverty of the South, and the 
economy boomed—only to crash a few years later. 
• Amending Behavior 
• Doubling Voters 
• Seeing Red 
• Black Migration from the Rural South to the Urban North 
• The Harlem Renaissance 
• The Jazz Age 
• Boom and Bust 
• Basic Principles of the U.S. Market Economy 
 

Hard Times 
Led by the collapse of the farm economy in the Dust 
Bowl, depression gripped the nation. The unemployment 
rate soared to 25 percent, and civil unrest ensued. But 
Franklin Roosevelt’s optimism and personal courage 
were contagious, and the New Deal changed the role of 
government forever. 
• Suffering 



• The Bonus March 
• Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt 
• The New Deal: Roosevelt’s Plan for Ending the Great 
Depression 
• Compare and Contrast: Coolidge, Hoover, and 
Roosevelt 
• The Government Grows 
 

Thesis and Support 
Practice writing a thesis using supporting information. 
• Gathering Information 
• Forming a Thesis 
• Preparing an Outline 
• Writing and Revising 
 

The Second World War 
Totalitarian dictatorships arose in Europe and Asia, ushering 
in a period of devastating genocide and bringing on the 
biggest war in history. After clinging to an isolationist policy 
throughout the 1930s, the United States entered World War II 
when Pearl Harbor was attacked. American industrial power 
and enormous individual and national sacrifice brought 
victory to the Allies, but the country also had to deal with its 
own prejudices and the advent of the nuclear age. 
• Background and Causes 
• Totalitarianism: The Rise of Dictators in the 1930s 
(Japan, Spain, Italy, and the Soviet Union) 
• Hitler and the “Final Solution” 
• U. S. Isolationism in the 1930s 
• The Axis and Allied Powers 
• Alliance with the Soviet Union 
• How Airpower Changed Warfare 
• Pearl Harbor 
• Codes: Navajo Code-Talkers 
• Internment of Japanese Americans 
• Eisenhower and Marshall 
• The Battle of Midway 
• Guadalcanal, Stalingrad, the D-Day Invasion 
• The Home Front: How Civilians Helped the War Effort 
• The Yalta Conference 
• President Truman 
• The Atomic Bomb 
 

 
Recovery, Reaction, Reform 
After the fall of the Iron Curtain, Western democracies 
squared off against the Communist bloc. The United States 
countered this new threat through economic aid plans, 
bringing democracy to former enemies, and military action 
in Korea. But there was conflict at home as the fear of 
communism led to the abuse of civil liberties, a push for 
conformity, and a controversial war in Southeast Asia. At 
the same time, people who had fought to save democracy 
now demanded full participation in that form of government 



through the civil rights movement. 
• Communist and Capitalist Systems 
• Winston Churchill: The “Iron Curtain” 
• The Truman Doctrine 
• The Marshall Plan 
• The U.S. Role in Japan’s Transition to Democracy 
• The Korean War 
• Joseph McCarthy and the Fear of Communism 
• Eisenhower and the Culture of the Fifties 
• The Beginnings of US Involvement in Vietnam 
• Brown v. Board of Education 
• Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights Movement 
 

A Turbulent Time 
A new generation took the political stage in 1960. The next 
decade saw challenges at home and abroad as the nation 
tried to balance the needs of minorities, women, and the poor 
with those associated with the Cold War and Vietnam. 
• JFK 
• Rachel Carson and Silent Spring 
• The Cuban Missile Crisis 
• Different Approaches to Civil Rights (NAACP, SNCC, 
CORE) 
• JFK’s New Frontier 
• The Great Society 
• Malcolm X 
• The United States and Vietnam: Foreign Policy and 
Civil Unrest 
• Women Speak Out 
• Cesar Chavez and the Rights of Migrant Workers 
• Robert F. Kennedy as Activist 
• The Native American Movement 
 

Writing from Documents 
Practice writing from documents. 
• Analyzing Documents 
• Answering a Document-Based Essay Question 
 

Not So Long Ago 
Conflict over Vietnam and civil rights brought national unrest 
to crisis levels during the 1960s. Corruption uncovered in the 
Watergate affair resulted in impeachment proceedings, the 
first presidential resignation, and public cynicism. But the 
country moved forward and saw the end of the Cold War and 
a revolution in technology. The beginning of the twenty-first 
century held unfamiliar and sometimes frightening challenges, 
but the past offered much insight in helping people, 
organizations, and institutions meet those challenges. 
• The 1960s Counter-Culture 
• The Nixon Era 
• The Watergate Affair 
• President Jimmy Carter 
• The Reagan Revolution 
• The Bush Years 
• The End of the Cold War 



• New Immigrants 

Å Where Are We Headed? 

 

 

English A 
Course Outline 
INTERMEDIATE LITERATURE A 
Intermediate Literature A sharpens reading comprehension 
skills, engages readers in literary analysis, and offers a 
variety of literature to suit diverse tastes. Through a varied 
selection of classic stories, plays, and poems, many of 
which highlight exemplary virtues, students develop skills 
of close reading and literary analysis while considering 
important human issues and challenging ideas. They come 
to appreciate the writer’s craft as they consider the feelings, 
thoughts, and ideas of characters, and make connections 
between literature and life. Students also learn to read for 
information in nonfiction texts. 
 

Literary Analysis and Appreciation 
• Identify defining characteristics of a variety of literary 
forms and genres 
• Understand elements of plot development 
• Identify cause-and-effect relationships 
• Identify conflict and resolution 
• Understand elements of character development 
• Identify character traits and motivations 
• Recognize stereotypes 
• Describe characters based on speech, action, and interactions 
with others 
• Make inferences and draw conclusions 
• Recognize effect of setting and culture on a literary work 
• Compare and contrast works from different time periods 
• Identify and interpret specific literary techniques 
• Understand and interpret point of view 
• Understand use of language to convey mood 
• Understand use of dialect 
• Interpret symbolism 
• Recognize and analyze use of irony 
• Recognize and explain poetic devices 
• Identify and discuss theme 
• Compare and contrast literary selections and characters 
 

Reading Comprehension/Reading Process 
• Establish and adjust purpose for reading 
• Predict outcomes 
• Articulate an opinion and support it with evidence 
• Skim for facts, and take notes 
• Recognize author’s purpose and devices used to 
accomplish it 
• Use reading skills and strategies to understand a variety 
of informational texts 
• Differentiate between fact and opinion in informational 



texts 
• Recognize author’s attitude 
• Analyze appropriateness of text for purpose 
 

Readings include: 
Lessons Learned: Not What You Get, But 
What You Give 
• “The Stone,” by Lloyd Alexander 
• “The Three Brass Pennies,” a Chinese legend retold by 
Augusta Huiell Seaman 
• “The Magic Prison” 
• “Kaddo’s Wall,” a West African folktale retold by Harold 
Courlander 
• “The Story of Baba Abdalla,” from the Arabian Nights 
 

Animals and Their People 
• “Zlateh the Goat,” by Isaac Bashevis Singer 
• “Black Snake,” by Patricia Hubbell 
• “A Narrow Fellow in the Grass,” by Emily Dickinson 
• “How a Cat Played Robinson Crusoe,” by Charles G.D. 
Roberts 
• “Ode to Mi Gato,” by Gary Soto 
• “The Open Door,“ by Elizabeth Coatsworth 
• “The Cat and the Moon,” by William Butler Yeats 
• “Stray,” by Cynthia Rylant 
• “Lone Dog,” by Irene R. McLeod 
• “Vern,” by Gwendolyn Brooks 
• “The Dog of Pompeii,” by Louis Untermeyer 
 

Nonfiction Selections 
• “Are Dogs Dumb?” 
• “The Days the Gulls Went Crazy” 
• “Close Encounters of the Bear Kind” 
 

Myths of Greece and Rome 
• “Perseus and the Quest for Medusa’s Head” 
• “Atalanta, the Fleet-Footed Huntress” 
• “Theseus and the Minotaur” 
• “Jason and the Golden Fleece” 
• “Damon and Pythias” 
• “Baucis and Philemon” 
• “Orpheus and Eurydice” 
 

Required Novel (choice of one) 
• The Secret Garden, by Frances Hodgson Burnett 
• The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, by Mark Twain 
 

Life Stories: Creative Lives 
• “The Child of Urbino,” a story about Raphael, by 
Louise de la Ramée 
• “Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata” 
• “Mary Cassatt: Artist and Trailblazer,” by 
Vanessa Wright 
• “Young Pablo Casals,” by Mara Rockliff 



• “Marian Anderson Sings,” by Mara Rockliff 
 

Favorites from Famous Books: The Jungle 
Book, by Rudyard Kipling 
• “Mowgli’s Brothers” 
• “Tiger! Tiger!’” 
• “The Tyger,” by William Blake 
 

A Matter of Justice 
• “The Wisdom of Solomon” 
• “A Just Judge,” by Leo Tolstoy 
• “Ooka and the Honest Thief,“ a Japanese folktale retold 
by I.G. Edmonds 
• “Mohandas Gandhi: Truth in Action,” by Vanessa Wright 
• “Equal Justice Under Law: Thurgood Marshall,” by 
Mara Rockliff 
 

Shakespeare 
• Twelfth Night (in the Shakespeare for Young People 
adaptation) 
 

Bible Characters and Stories 
• “Moses: The Long Journey Through the Wilderness” 
• “The Fiery Furnace” 
• “The Parable of the Good Samaritan” 
 

Stories of Our Time 
• “Thank You, M’am,” by Langston Hughes 
• “The Circuit,” by Francisco Jiménez 
• “The Bracelet,” by Yoshiko Uchida 
• “The Strangers That Came to Town,” by Ambrose Flack 
 

Poetry: ñTo Everything There Is a Seasonò 
• “Waiting,” by Harry Behn 
• “Something Told the Wild Geese,” by Rachel Field 
• Haiku (selections) translated by Harry Behn 
• “Check,” by James Stephens 
• “The Pasture,” by Robert Frost 
• “A Wintry Sonnet,” by Christina Rossetti 
• “The Morns Are Meeker Than They Were,” by 
Emily Dickinson 
• “The Storm,” by Walter De La Mare 
• “Swift Things Are Beautiful,” by Elizabeth Coatsworth 
• “I Wandered Lonely As a Cloud,” by William Wordsworth 
• “Until I Saw the Sea,” by Lillian Moore 
• “To everything there is a season” from the Book of 
Ecclesiastes 
 

Stuff and Nonsense 
• Selections from Aliceôs Adventures in Wonderland, by 
Lewis Carroll 
• “The Walrus and the Carpenter,” by Lewis Carroll 
• Limericks by Edward Lear 
• Poems by Ogden Nash 



 

NOVELS 
This program allows students to read any three novels of 
their choice from a selection of award-winning works by 
renowned authors, from a variety of genres: fantasy, science 
fiction, historical fiction, realistic fiction, and mystery. 
These novels are listed in order of increasing difficulty as 
measured by the Lexile scale, a system that measures 
reading difficulty by sentence length and vocabulary (see 
www.lexile.com). Lexile ratings roughly correspond to grade 
levels as indicated below. 
 

Approximate Grade Level Lexile Range 
5 750-950 
6 850-1050 
7 950-1075 
8 1000-1100 
9 1050-1150 
10 1100-1200 
Lexile levels are only one means of assessing whether a 
work is appropriate for your student. When selecting a 
novel, keep in mind that the Lexile rating does not measure 
subject matter or themes in the work. 
 
Title and Author Lexile Level 
From the Mixed-up Files of 
Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, by E.L. Konigsburg..................700 
A Wrinkle in Time, by Madeleine L’Engle..........................740 
The Martian Chronicles, by Ray Bradbury........................740 
The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton..........................................750 
The Bronze Bow, by Elizabeth George Speare................760 
Walk Two Moons, by Sharon Creech................................770 
War Comes to Willie Freeman, by Christopher 
and Lincoln Collier............................................................770 
The Sign of the Beaver, by Elizabeth George Speare......770 
The Book of Three, by Lloyd Alexander...........................770 
Tuck Everlasting, by Natalie Babbitt.................................770 
My Side of the Mountain, by Jean Craighead George.....810 
Johnny Tremain, by Esther Forbes...................................840 
The Fellowship of the Ring, by J.R.R. Tolkein..................860 
The Cay, by Theodore Taylor............................................860 
Dragonwings, by Laurence Yep........................................870 
Jacob Have I Loved, by Katherine Paterson....................880 
Old Yeller, by Fred Gipson................................................910 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, by Mildred D. Taylor.........920 
The Dark Is Rising, by Susan Cooper...............................920 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, by C.S. Lewis....940 
Bud, Not Buddy, by Christopher Paul Curtis....................950 
White Fang, by Jack London............................................970 
Anne of Green Gables, by Lucy Maud Montgomery.......990 
The Door in the Wall, by Marguerite de Angeli.................990 
Island of the Blue Dolphins, by Scott O’Dell..................1000 
Ben and Me, by Robert Lawson.....................................1010 
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, by Jules Verne............1030 
Hound of the Baskervilles, by Arthur Conan Doyle........1090 



Across Five Aprils, by Irene Hunt....................................1100 
Catherine, Called Birdy, by Karen Cushman..................1170 
War of the Worlds, by H.G. Wells....................................1170 
Swiss Family Robinson, by Johann Wyss......................1260 
The Incredible Journey, by Sheila Burnford...................1320 
 

INTERMEDIATE LANGUAGE SKILLS A 
Intermediate Language Skills A offers a systematic 
approach to the development of written and oral 
communication skills, and is designed to give students 
the essential building blocks for expressing their own 
ideas in standard (or formal) English. 
 

COMPOSITION 
After an opening focus on paragraph writing, students write 
a variety of compositions in genres they will encounter 
throughout their academic careers, including: compare-andcontrast, 
persuasive, how-to, and research essays. In writing 
each essay, students go through a process of planning, 
organizing, and revising, and they learn to examine their 
own writing with a critical eye, paying attention to ideas, 
organization, structure, style, and correctness. Throughout the 
course, students write in response to prompts similar to those 
they will encounter on standardized tests. 
 

Introduction to Paragraph 
• Parts of a Paragraph 
• Paragraph Decisions 
• Paragraph Conventions 
• Writing a Paragraph 
• Revising a Paragraph 
 

Personal Narrative 
• What Is a Personal Narrative? 
• Prewriting: Investigating Ideas for a Personal Narrative 
• Prewriting: Using Language That Shows 
• Drafting: Writing a Personal Narrative 
• Revising, Proofreading, Publishing 
 

Compare and Contrast Essay 
• What Is a Compare and Contrast Essay? 
• Prewriting: Planning a Compare and Contrast Essay 
• Drafting: Writing a Compare and Contrast Essay 
• Revising: Revising a Compare and Contrast Essay 
• Proofreading and Publishing 
 

Persuasive Essay 
• What Is a Persuasive Essay? 
• Prewriting: Logical Thinking 
• Prewriting: Fact vs. Opinion 
• Prewriting: Structure of a Persuasive Essay 
• Prewriting: Planning a Persuasive Essay 
• Prewriting: Organizing a Persuasive Essay 
• Drafting: Writing a Persuasive Essay 
• Revising a Persuasive Essay 



• Proofreading and Publishing a Persuasive Essay 
 

Research Report 
• What Is a Research Report? 
• Covering the Basics 
• Prewriting: Finding Information 
• Prewriting: Finding More Information 
• Prewriting: Taking Notes 
• Prewriting: Organizing the Information 
• Drafting 
• Revising 
• Bibliography 
• Proofreading 
• Publishing 
 

How-To Essay 
• What Is a How-to Essay? 
• Prewriting: Planning a How-to Essay 
• Drafting: Writing a How-to Essay 
• Revising and Proofreading 
• Publishing 

Advertisements 
• What Are Advertisements? 
• Planning an Advertisement 
• Creating an Advertisement 
• Planning a Presentation 
• Practicing Your Presentation 
• Delivering a Presentation 
 

Book Review 
• What Is a Book Review? 
• Prewriting: Planning a Book Review 
• Prewriting: Summarizing 
• Drafting: Writing a Book Review 
• Revising, Proofreading, and Publishing 

 
GRAMMAR, USAGE, AND MECHANICS 
The Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics program offers 
practice in sentence analysis, sentence structure, and 
proper punctuation. Students learn to diagram sentences 
in order to understand how words, phrases, and clauses 
function in relation to each other. Frequent exercises and 
regular practice help students absorb the rules so they can 
confidently apply them in their own writing. The Barrett 
Kendall Language Handbook provides exercises and a 
ready resource for grammar rules and conventions. 
 

The Sentence 
• Positions of Subjects 
• Sentence Fragments 
• Ways to Correct Sentence Fragments 
• Sentence Diagramming and Review 
 

Nouns and Pronouns 



• Common and Proper Nouns 
• Pronoun Antecedents 
• Personal Pronouns 
• Reflexive Pronouns 
• Indefinite Pronouns 
• Demonstrative Pronouns 
• Sentence Diagramming and Review 
 

Verbs and Complements 
• Action Verbs 
• Helping Verbs 
• Direct Objects 
• Indirect Objects 
• Transitive and Intransitive Verbs 
• Linking Verbs 
• Predicate Nominatives 
• Sentence Diagramming and Review 
 

Adjectives and Adverbs 
• Adjectives 
• Articles 
• Proper Adjectives 
• Predicate Adjectives 
• Adverbs 
• Adverbs that Describe Verbs 
• Adverbs that Modify Adjectives and Other Adverbs 
• Sentence Diagramming and Review 
 

Other Parts of Speech 
• Prepositions 
• Prepositional Phrases 
• Preposition or Adverb? 
• Conjunctions and Interjections 
• Sentence Diagramming and Review 
 

Phrases 
• Adjective Phrases 
• Prepositional Phrases 
• Adjective Phrases 
• Misplaced Adjective Phrases 
• Adverb Phrases 
• Appositives and Appositive Phrases 
• Sentence Diagramming and Review 
 

Sentence Structure 
• Simple Sentences 
• Compound Sentences 
• Run-on Sentences 
• Sentence Diagramming and Review 
• Diagramming Compound Sentences 
 

Using Verbs 
• Regular and Irregular Verbs 
• Principal Parts of Verbs 
• Problem Verbs 



• Verb Tenses 
• Tense Shifts 
• Progressive Verb Forms 
 

Using Pronouns 
• Kinds of Pronouns 
• Subject Pronouns 
• Pronouns Used as Subjects 
• Pronouns Used as Predicate Nominatives 
• Pronouns Used as Direct Objects 
• Pronouns Used as Indirect Objects 
• Pronouns Used as Objects of Prepositions 
• Possessive Pronouns 
• Possessive Pronoun or Contraction? 
• Pronoun Problem: Who or Whom? 
• Pronouns and Their Antecedents 
• Indefinite Pronouns as Antecedents 
 

Subject and Verb Agreement 
• Number 
• The Number of Nouns and Pronouns 
• The Number of Verbs 
• Singular and Plural Subjects 
• Common Agreement Problems 
• Verb Phrases 
• Doesn’t or Don’t 
• Prepositional Phrases after Subjects 
• Subjects after Verbs 
• Compound Subjects 
• Agreement Problems with Pronouns 
• You and I as Subjects 
• Indefinite Pronouns 

Using Adjectives and Adverbs 
• Comparison of Adjectives and Adverbs 
• Regular Comparisons 
• Irregular Comparisons 
• Problems with Modifiers 
• Double Comparisons 
• Double Negatives 
• Good or Well? 
 

Capital Letters 
• First Words and the Pronoun I 
• Sentences 
• Lines of Poetry 
• Parts of Letters 
• Outlines 
• The Pronoun I 
• Proper Nouns 
• Proper Adjectives 
• Titles 
• Names of People 
• Direct Address 
• Written Works and Other Works of Art 
 



End Marks and Commas 
• End Marks 
• Other Uses of Period 
• Commas that Separate 
• Items in a Series 
• Compound Sentences 
• Introductory Words and Phrases 
• Direct Address 
• Appositives 
• Commonly Used Commas 
 

Italics and Quotation Marks 
• Titles with Italics 
• Titles with Quotation Marks 
• Quotation Marks with Direct Quotations 
• Capital Letters with Direct Quotations 
• Commas with Direct Quotations 
• End Marks with Direct Quotations 
• Writing Dialogue 
 

Other Punctuation 
• Apostrophes to Show Possession 
• Possessive Forms of Singular Nouns 
• Possessive Forms of Plural Nouns 
• Possessive Forms of Pronouns 
• Contractions 
• Apostrophes with Contractions 
• Contraction or Possessive Pronoun? 
• Apostrophes with Certain Plurals 
• Semicolons 
• Colons 
• Hyphens with Divided Words 
• Other Uses of the Hyphen 
 

VOCABULARY 
The Vocabulary from Classical Roots program builds 
knowledge of Greek and Latin words that form the roots of 
many English words, especially the polysyllabic terms that 
sometimes cause students to stumble. Throughout this 
program, students will define and use words with Greek 
and Latin roots, and use word origins and derivations to 
determine the meaning of new words, as they increase their 
own vocabularies and develop valuable test-taking skills. 
 

Numbers 
• Greek root monos 
• Latin roots unus, duo, duplex, bi 
• Greek root tri 
• Latin roots tres, quartus, quatuor, decem, centum 
 

All or Nothing 
• Greek roots pan, holos 
• Latin roots omnis; totus; claudo, claudere, clausi, 
clausum 
• Latin roots incipio, incipere, incepi, inceptum; nihil; nego, 



negare, negavi, negatum; vanus, vacuus; aperio, aperire, 
aperui, apertum 
 

More or Less 
• Greek root micros 
• Latin roots minuo, minuere, minui, minutum; minus; 
tenuo, tenuare, tenuavi, tenuatum tenuis; satis; impleo, 
implere, implevi, impletum; plenus 
• Greek roots macros, megas, poly 
• Latin roots copia, magnus 
 

Before and After 
• Latin roots ante, pre 
• Latin roots primus, post 
 

Creativity 
• Greek root aoide 
• Latin roots ars, artis, canto, cantare, cantavi, catatum; 
pingo, pingere, pinxi, pictum 
• Latin roots cresco, crescere, crevi, cretum; facio, facere, 
feci, factum, texo, texere, texui, textum 
 

Travel 
• Greek root hodos 
• Latin roots trans, eo, ire, ivi, itum, erro, errare, erravi, 
erratum 
• Greek root tele 
• Latin roots iter, itineris, venio, venire, veni, ventum, via 
 

Sports 
• Latin roots celer, curro, currere, cucurri, cursum, cursor, 
cursoris, glomus, jacio, jacere, jeci, jactum 
• Latin roots salio, salire, salui, saltum, valeo, valere, valui, 
valitum, volvo, volvere, volvi, volutum 
 

Animals 
• Latin roots apis, asinus, avis, bos, bovis; canis, caper, 
capra, equus 
• Greek roots leon, zoion, zoa 
• Latin roots felis, leo, leonis, piscis, porcus, serpens, 
serpentis, simia, ursa 
 

 

Pre-Algebra A 
 
Course Overview 
 
In the first half of the K12 Pre-Algebra sequence, students 
sharpen their computational and problem-solving skills 
while learning the language of Algebra. Students will: 
• Change word phrases and sentences into 
mathematical expressions and equations 
• Solve equations and inequalities 



• Continue to develop computational skills using 
fractions and decimals 
• Study circles, polygons, and space figures 
• Add, subtract, multiply, and divide positive and 
negative integers 
• Solve problems involving percents, ratios, and 
proportions 
• Draw graphs and compute statistics to communicate 
about data 
• Compute the probability of an event and combined 
events 
• Communicate strategies for solving word problems 
 

Course Outline 
 

Operations with Whole Numbers 
• Mathematical Expressions, Part 1 
• Mathematical Expressions, Part 2 
• Properties of Addition and Multiplication 
• Inverse Operations 
• The Distributive Property 
• Order of Operations 
• A Problem-Solving Model 
• Problem Solving 
 

Using Variables 
• Writing Mathematical Expressions 
• Writing Equations 
• Writing Inequalities, Part 1 
• Writing Inequalities, Part 2 
• Solving Equations and Inequalities 
• Solving Other Equations and Inequalities 
• Problem Solving: Using Mathematical Expressions, 
Part 1 
• Problem Solving: Using Mathematical Expressions, 
Part 2 
• Justifying Statements 
• Error Analysis 
 

The Decimal System 
• Exponents and Powers of Ten 
• The Decimal System 
• Comparing Decimals 
• Rounding 
• Adding and Subtracting Decimals 
• Multiplying or Dividing by a Power of Ten 
• Multiplying Decimals 
• Dividing Decimals 
• Problem Solving: Using Estimation 
 

Geometric Figures 
• Points, Lines, Planes 
• Measuring Segments 
• Angles and Angle Measure, Part 1 
• Angles and Angle Measure, Part 2 



• Triangles 
• Polygons 
• Circles, Part 1 
• Circles, Part 2 
• Congruent Figures 
• Geometric Constructions 
 

Number Theory 
• Finding Factors and Multiples 
• Tests for Divisibility 
• Square Numbers and Square Roots 
• Prime Numbers and Composite Numbers 
• Greatest Common Factor 
• Least Common Multiple 
• Introduction to Sets 
• Set Operations 
 

Fractions: Definitions and Relationships 
• Fractions 
• Equivalent Fractions 
• Fractions and Mixed Numbers, Part 1 
• Fractions and Mixed Numbers, Part 2 
• Comparing Fractions 
• Changing Between Fractions and Decimals 
 

Operations with Fractions 
• Addition and Subtraction of Fractions, Part 1 
• Addition and Subtraction of Fractions, Part 2 
• Addition and Subtraction of Mixed Numbers, Part 1 
• Addition and Subtraction of Mixed Numbers, Part 2 
• Multiplication of Fractions 
• Division of Fractions 
• Multiplication and Division of Mixed Numbers, Part 1 
• Multiplication and Division of Mixed Numbers, Part 2 
• Ratios, Part 1 
• Ratios, Part 2 
• Proportions 
• Problem Solving: Using Proportion 
• Scale Drawing 
 

Solving Equations 
• Equations and Variables 
• Equations: Addition and Subtraction 
• Equations: Multiplication and Division 
• Equations: Decimals and Fractions, Part 1 
• Equations: Decimals and Fractions, Part 2 
• Combined Operations, Part 1 
• Combined Operations, Part 2 
• Word Sentences and Equations, Part 1 
• Word Sentences and Equations, Part 2 
• Translating Problems into Equations, Part 1 
• Translating Problems into Equations, Part 2 
• Problem Solving, Part 1 
• Problem Solving, Part 2 
 



Percent 
• Percents and Fractions, Part 1 
• Percents and Fractions, Part 2 
• Percents and Decimals 
• Computing with Percents, Part 1 
• Computing with Percents, Part 2 
• Percent of Increase or Decrease, Part 1 
• Percent of Increase or Decrease, Part 2 
• Discount and Markup, Part 1 
• Discount and Markup, Part 2 
• Commission and Profit 
• Simple Interest 
• Compound Interest, Part 1 
• Compound Interest, Part 2 
 

Areas and Volumes 
• Areas of Rectangles and Parallelograms, Part 1 
• Areas of Rectangles and Parallelograms, Part 2 
• Areas of Triangles and Trapezoids 
• Areas of Circles, Part 1 
• Areas of Circles, Part 2 
• Using Symmetry to Find Areas 
• Polyhedrons 
• Volumes of Prisms, Part 1 
• Volumes of Prisms, Part 1 
• Volumes of Cylinders, Part 1 
• Volumes of Cylinders, Part 2 
• The Mass of an Object 
• Surface Area, Part 1 
• Surface Area, Part 2 
 

Integers and Graphs 
• Negative Numbers 
• Adding Integers, Part 1 
• Adding Integers, Part 2 
• Subtracting Integers, Part 1 
• Subtracting Integers, Part 2 
• Products with One Negative Factor 
• Products with Several Negative Factors 
• Quotients of Integers 
• Solving Equations 
• Graphs of Ordered Pairs 
• Graphs of Equations, Part 1 
• Graphs of Equations, Part 2 
• Introduction to Functions 
• Finding a Function Rule 
 

Statistics and Probability 
• Picturing Numerical Data 
• Pictographs and Circle Graphs 
• Mean, Median, and Range 
• Frequency Distributions 
• Stem-and-Leaf Plots 
• Box-and-Whisker Plots 
• Histograms and Frequency Polygons, Part 1 



• Histograms and Frequency Polygons, Part 2 
• Using Graphs and Plots 
• Probability of an Event 
• Probability and Odds, Part 1 
• Probability and Odds, Part 2 
• Combined Probabilities, Part 1 
• Combined Probabilities, Part 2 
 

 

Earth Science 
 
Course Outline 
 
Earthôs Surface 
Our earth is right here under our feet, and a lot of 
knowledge can be gained from looking down at terra 
firma. This unit introduces the surface of our earth. 
Students learn about mapping the earth as it is, and 
then learn how the surface of the earth changes due 
to weathering and erosion. In a hands-on laboratory, 
students study earth’s soils, comparing and contrasting 
them and examining how desertification takes place. 
• Introduction to Earth Science 
• Spheres of the Earth 
• Mapping the Earth 
• Weathering 
• Erosion 
• Soils of the Earth 
• Soil Profiles 
• Laboratory: Desertification 
 

Rocks and Minerals 
The beauty of minerals and the earthiness of rocks form 
the basis for this unit. Students start by examining and 
defining crystals, with lots of hands-on activity. The three 
kinds of rocks are examined, and then students tackle the 
rock cycle, which shows the interrelationships between 
the various rock types. The rock cycle is an underlying, 
unifying feature, a “big idea” of geology. 
• Identifying Minerals and Crystals 
• Laboratory: Minerals and Crystals 
• Laboratory: Mineral Identification 
• Igneous Rocks 
• Sedimentary Rocks 
• Metamorphic Rocks 
• The Rock Cycle 
• Laboratory: Rock Cycle 
 

Geologic History 
This unit deals with the changes that earth has undergone 
over time. What can we learn from fossils, how can we 
understand the lessons that are in rocks, and how can the 
layering of the earth tell us what might have happened in 



the past? Students see a broad picture of an earth that 
has changed over time and examine the evidence for it. 
Importantly, students understand that the processes that 
occurred in the past are the same that are still occurring 
on our earth. 
• Linking Past to Present 
• Earth’s Age 
• Fossils 
• Records in Rocks 
• Laboratory: Index Fossils 
• Geologic Time 
 

Plate Tectonics 
The overriding theory of geology is the theory of plate 
tectonics. This theory explains the drift of the continents, 
earthquakes, and volcanoes and thus unifies much of our 
experience under a single idea. This unit is a thorough 
explanation of plate tectonics, its processes and results. 
In a hands-on laboratory, students build their own 
seismograph—but more importantly, they understand 
the causes of earth movements as a direct result of 
the movement of earth’s plates. 
• Center of the Earth 
• Continental Drift 
• Seafloor Geography 
• Seafloor Spreading 
• Plate Tectonics 
• Convection 
• Plate Boundaries 
• Landforms 
• Laboratory: Plate Boundaries 
• Earthquakes 
• Laboratory: Seismographs 
 

Air, Weather, and Climate 
Is it rainy, windy, or sunny with blue skies? Do you 
live in an area with lots of rain all year or a desert with 
limited rainfall? Weather and climate are phenomena 
familiar to all of us and both have a huge bearing on our 
lives. In this unit students will study weather, including 
air masses and patterns of air circulation. What is the 
difference between weather and climate and in what 
ways has climate changed over time? 
• Layers of the Atmosphere 
• Conduction, Convection, Radiation 
• Daily Weather 
• Air Circulation 
• Air Masses 
• Weather Fronts 
• Meteorology 
• Laboratory: Working with Weather 
• Weather and Climate 
• Factor Affecting 
• Laboratory: Global Warming 
 



Water on Earth 
So much of the earth is covered with water. Water is the 
basis of all life and the water cycle ensure that water 
is constantly being replenished on our earth. Of all the 
places that water resides none is more important than our 
oceans. Ocean water, tides, and currents affect all of our 
lives, and this unit lets students take a good look at the 
“water planet.” 
• Water and the Water Cycle 
• Ocean Water 
• Ocean Currents 
• Ocean Waves 
• Ocean Tides 
 

Energy and Earth Resources 
One of the most important issues facing us today is our use 
of energy. Whether it is our relationship to fossil fuels or our 
concern with nuclear energy, we need to understand and 
make wise decisions about our resources and the energy 
we can get from them. What are the issues and debates 
surrounding our consumption of natural resources? How 
can we ensure that the next generation will have enough 
resources to advance? In this unit students will study 
the science of resources, which will give them a basis to 
participate in one of our society’s most important debates. 
• Energy Resources 
• Fossil Fuels 
• Consumption and Environmental Effects 
• Alternative Energy Resources 
• Resource Management 
• Laboratory: Power from Tides 
 

Our Place in the Universe 
We on earth are part of a solar system, which is part of a 
galaxy called the Milky Way, which is part of a universe 
of almost unfathomable size. Students in this unit get a 
chance to understand our place in the universe. Starting at 
the level of the universe and then narrowing focus, students 
learn about the planets of the solar system, about how the 
earth rotates, the seasons, and about phenomena involving 
the moon. This unit provides a broad picture of our earth in 
space and concludes with an examination of how we have 
sought over time to understand space through exploration. 
• Origin of the Universe 
• Galaxies 
• Gravitation Forces 
• Rotation and Revolution 
• Solar System 
• Inner Planets 
• Outer Planets 
• Earth’s Seasons 
• Asteroids and Comets 
• Moon 
• Moon Phases 
• Eclipses 



• Space Exploration 
• People in Space 
 

Scientific Investigation 
In this unit students get a chance to do a personal 
scientific investigation. They will learn about and follow 
scientific methods to set up, conduct, analyze, and make 
conclusions based on a hands-on investigation. Students 
will create a display of their investigation and then they 
will prepare to give an oral report. 
• Scientific Methods 
• Set up an Experiment 
• Data Collection 
• Data Analysis 
• Reporting Conclusions 
• Create a Display 
• Oral Presentation 


